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ÅPart of a larger survey used by Donald McCabe 
in his research

Å173 answered the questions

ÅFirst group at UCSD to do so

ÅInterpret with caution ςwhy?

The Survey of Behaviors



What You Think Your Classmates Do
(the most common behaviors)

Copying 
Homework or 
Assignments

25%

Unauthorized 
Collaboration 

29%
Cheating on a 

Test in Any Way
27%

Plagiarism
6%

Don't Know
6%

Nothing
3%

Everything
3%

Fabrication or 
Falsification

2%



²Ƙŀǘ ¸ƻǳ {ŀȅ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ !Ŏǘǳŀƭƭȅ 5ƻƴŜ
(at least once this past year)



²Ƙŀǘ ¸ƻǳ {ŀȅ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ 5ƻƴŜ
(at least once this past year)

24%
18%

15% 15%
10%

15%

33%

11% 10%

19%

11%

38%

Getting 
questions or 

answers 

before test

Copying 
computer 
program

Helping 
another cheat 

on test

Fabricating or 
falsifying data

Copying 
during a test  

w/out 

permission

Plagiarism

Classified by You as Moderate or Serious Cheating

BENG 1 NA Average



Why do Students Engage in these 
Behaviors?

ÅPersonal---pressure; stress; poor time 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΤ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΤ ƭŀȊȅ

ÅInterpersonal---ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ άŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
student and instructor; lack of relationships

ÅSituational---ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΤ άƳŜƴƛŀƭέ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎΤ 

ÅEconomical---cost/benefit analysis

ÅCultural---ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜέ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ 
(normative); no/quiet counter message



Do You Care?
(that cheating happens)

ÅYou should!

ïWhy? It affects:

1.Your Education

2.Your Investment

3.Your Reputation

4.Your Future



How You Think Professors Should 
Respond

Academic 
Sanction---

Failure

19%

Prevention 
(technical 

deterrents)

19%

Suspend/Expel
18%

Situational---
Instructors 

Decide

14%

Warning (1st or 
trivial offense)

10%

Follow UCSD 
Policy
10%

Nothing
5%

Change Rules 
for Coursework

3%

Publically 
Humiliate

2%


