
Informal Survey of Fall 2007 Incoming International Students

Freshmen/1st Yr Grad 

Students (N=206) Transfers (N=123) Exchange Students (N=155)

It is acceptable in the U.S. academic culture to….
Yes No ? Yes No ? Yes No ?

1. Get someone to translate or help me translate my 

papers and/or assignments from my native language 

into English 31% 69% 0% 23% 75% 2% 45% 55% 0%

2. Use the words, ideas, or writings of others in my own 

papers or assignments as long as I cite my sources 77% 23% 0% 76% 24% 1% 89% 11% 1%

3. Work with friends and classmates on homework 

assignments or lab projects even if the Instructor did 

not indicate it was a group project 47% 51% 1% 60% 37% 3% 58% 42% 0%

4. When struggling to begin a paper or report, read a 

friend’s or classmate’s paper or lab report for ideas 46% 52% 2% 67% 32% 1% 48% 50% 1%

5. Take an examination for a friend who is in danger of 

failing the class and thus being deported from the U.S. 1% 99% 0% 2% 98% 1% 3% 97% 0%

6. Allow a friend who could not study for a test because 

of his mother’s illness, to look on my test for just a little 

bit of help 5% 94% 1% 7% 93% 0% 6% 94% 0%

7. Copy information from Wikipedia and/or other 

websites for my own paper or assignment 9% 91% 0% 5% 94% 1% 7% 92% 1%

8. Use an old exam I got from Academic Success, my 

residence hall, my friend, or my student 

club/organization to prepare for my exam 7% 92% 1% 67% 32% 2% 81% 18% 1%

9. Copy parts or all of a computer program from a friend, 

former student or website for one of my own computer 

programming assignments
4% 95% 1% 3% 97% 0% 5% 94% 1%

10. Change an incorrect answer on a graded exam and 

return it to the Instructor so she can see that I do know 

the correct answer. 5% 93% 2% 10% 89% 1% 9% 90% 1%


